
SAMPLE EMAILS TO MARINA KHUBESRIAN RE: CITY OF SOUTH PASADENA 

November 8, 2019 

From: Stacy Thomas <||||||||||||||||||||||||||> 
Date: November 8, 2019 at 1:31:08 PM PST 

To: "||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||> 

Subject: community feedback 

Reply-To: Stacy Thomas <||||||||||||||||||||||||||> 
 

 
You think you're a member of "the squad"? HA! More like you are Lindsey Graham to Stephanie 

DeWolfe's Donald Trump. You are so delusional and unaware it's scary. 

 
Love and peace to us all indeed. But not to you and your little gang of bullies, who we will resist 

by any means necessary. 

 
We will never forget what you did to Alison Smith. Never. And we will make sure that no one 

else forgets either. 
 
 

October 25, 2019 

From: Concerned Sopas <|||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||> 

Date: October 25, 2019 at 8:58:25 AM PDT 
To: Marina Khubesrian <|||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||> 

Subject: Re:  shame on you 
 

 
 
What you don't seem to realize is that I've been trying to help you. In case you haven't noticed, 

everything I warned you about is starting to come true now. 
 
So please allow me to offer one last piece of advice, and then you'll never hear from me again... 

Your blind devotion to Stephanie DeWolfe is going to cost you your political career. 

August 27, 2019 

 
From: Concerned Sopas <|||||||||||||||||||||||||> 

Date: August 27, 2019 at 9:00:06 AM PDT 
To:  |||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||| 

Subject: shame on you 
 
Well, "Dr Marina", it looks like you were either too stoned or too stupid to heed all of the red flags 
concerning the unethical, incompetent, dishonest, con-woman who has been running (ruining) our 

City. Rest assured that all of the people DeWolfe has harmed and all of the damage she is causing is 
ultimately YOUR FAULT, and everyone knows it. You are the Mayor and the buck stops with YOU. 

Continued inaction on your part simply means that you are complicit and makes you just as toxic and 
evil as she is. If you had any sort of a conscience, you would realize that. Who knows, maybe if you 
act quickly and decisively you can still redeem yourself and salvage whatever's left of your "political 
career" and your reputation around this town. Keyword: "maybe". 



November 5, 2018 

 
From: Concerned Sopas <|||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||> 

Date: November 5, 2018 at 2:06:08 PM PST 
To: Marina Khubesrian <|||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||> 

Subject: Re:  DeWolfe in sheep's clothing 
 

 
 
Do my eyes deceive me, or is Ms DeWolfe at it again? 

 
https://southpasadenareview.com/city-outsourcing-functions-with-restructuring-of-the-finance- 

department/ 
 

Did she really say that she is "outsourcing in order to improve customer service"? Say it with me 

now... "outsourcing to improve customer service". Are you kidding me? Does she think we're complete 
and total idiots? 

 
My water bills have been a disaster since that service was outsourced. I've had to call in multiple 
times. Placed on hold. The online payment system never works. Incorrect billing amounts. It is a total 
nightmare!!! 

 
And now Ms DeWolfe wants to outsource *more* City services? That's what she calls an innovative 
idea? Outsourcing? Laying people off, right before the holidays no less, and she's bragging about it to 
the local newspaper while posing for photo ops with a big smile on her face? Seriously, what kind of a 
person does something like that? 

 
Oh, but I'm sure she'll put it all on her resume as she moves up the ladder to whatever city she 
decides to defile next. And, once again, us residents of little ole South Pasadena will be left holding 

the bag. 
 
If City Council rubberstamps this proposal, you WILL be held accountable for it. 

 

 
September 21, 2018 

 
Sent: Friday, September 21, 2018 at 3:16 PM 

From: "Concerned Sopas" <|||||||||||||||||||||||||||> 

To: "Marina Khubesrian" <||||||||||||||||||||> Subject: 

Re: DeWolfe in sheep's clothing 
 

Very glad to hear this. It's encouraging to know that you recognize the gravity of the situation. I just 
hope that Council will continue to monitor very closely and act quickly as things develop. I shared a 
few of the stories I've heard about her with some people I know who have worked in City Government 
for many years, and they were as shocked as I was. To the point where we're wondering if she 
could be mentally unstable in addition to being unethical and inhumane. I've even heard that behind 
closed doors she has more or less flat out said that she doesn't really care if residents end up suffering 

due to UUT cuts. 

 
Frankly, it is absolutely clear to me that Ms DeWolfe is not South Pas material and City Council made a 
big mistake in hiring her. And while I recognize now that it was an honest mistake, the longer she 

remains in power, the more the blame is going to fall on Council's shoulders for the damage she does 
and the people she hurts. Please keep that in mind. At the rate things appear to be going, it's only a 
matter of time before the proverbial shit hits the fan. It's a small town, and word is starting to spread. 

https://southpasadenareview.com/city-outsourcing-functions-with-restructuring-of-the-finance-department/
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Sent: Wednesday, September 12, 2018 at 6:32 PM 

From: "Marina Khubesrian" <||||||||||||||||||||||||||> 

To: "Concerned Sopas" <}}}}}}}}}}}} > Subject: Re: 
DeWolfe in sheep's clothing 

 

Thank you for expressing your concerns! The devil is in the details as they say. Please be assured 
that I did undertake further investigation and due diligence. 
I’m not able to discuss personnel matters but will say that council evaluation of city manager 

performance is ongoing and will be based on many factors. 

Best, 

Marina Khubesrian MD, FAAFP 

Integrative Medicine 

3527 Ocean View Blvd 

Montrose, CA 91208 

Email |||||||||||||||||||||||||| 

|||||||||||||||||||||||||| 
 
August 31, 2018 

 
On Aug 31, 2018, at 8:21 AM, Concerned Sopas <||||||||||||||||||||||||||> wrote: 

 

Thank you for the response. I'm afraid you may have been sold a bill of goods. I know some high-up 
people in West Hollywood and surrounding cities and the consensus I've heard about her (and this is a 

direct quote from one of them) is that she is "awful". The City of West Hollywood is a hotbed of 
dysfunction and Ms DeWolfe was right in the center of that and has even been personally named in 
some of the many lawsuits that have gone to court over there in recent years. Perhaps she knows 
planning and real estate development, but when it comes to managing people I am told that she is 
toxic and utterly clueless. 

 
My short term suggestion to you would be to talk to some people outside of Ms DeWolfe's little "clique" 

under strictest confidence in order to get a better picture of what is really going on. Perhaps try to do 
an off-the-record exit interview with the departing Police Chief about her as well as the Public Works 
Director we lost, and do the same with any other high-profile defectors, which I'm sure there will be 
more of at the current rate. 

 
My longer term and more pressing suggestion to you would be to get rid of her as soon as humanly 
possible and hire someone with an actual track record of City Manager experience. Because at this 

crucial juncture in our City's history, there is no excuse for having someone in her position learning on 
the job, especially someone with no actual aptitude for it. There is already enough chaos in the world 

these days without having someone like her in there defiling our fair City and remaking it in her own 
toxic image. 

 
For the record, I've also been researching and asking around about Karen Aceves, the 28 year-old 
who has been planning our budget and is apparently Ms DeWolfe's right-hand woman, and the 
feedback that I've been getting about her is equally disturbing. Apparently Ms Aceves is basically a 
skilled bullshit artist who is in way over her head. 

 
I will leave it at that for now. Thank you again for hearing me out. 



August 28, 2018 

 
On Aug 28, 2018, at 8:22 AM, Concerned Sopas <||||||||||||||||||||||||||> wrote: 

 

Hello. I sent the email below to your City email address back in July, and received the response 
shown. I am forwarding it to you again at Gmail just to make absolutely sure that it was actually you 
who received and read it. 

 
I keep hearing horror stories about Stephanie DeWolfe, and as a longtime resident I am disgusted by 
the direction our City is heading in with her at the helm. Don't kid yourself; certainly she is at least 
partly to blame for the early departure of our Police Chief. If she causes enough damage it will take 
years to clean up the mess that she will no doubt leave behind. I hope that the City Council has their 
eyes open and isn't buying into whatever facade she is selling you. Like any toxic person in a position 
of power I'm sure that she presents a phony air of confidence to her higher ups when the actual 
reality is spiraling dysfunction. The truth is starting to come out now and I am very worried about the 
ramifications. 

 
 
 

July 5, 2018 
 
 
 
On Jul 5, 2018, at 2:11 PM, Concerned Sopas <||||||||||||||||||||||||||> wrote: 

 

Dear Mayor Pro Tem Khubesrian, 
 
I am a concerned resident who would prefer to remain anonymous for the time being. I would 
appreciate it if you would take a moment to consider my concerns regarding the way our city is being 
run under the new City Manager, Stephanie DeWolfe... 

 
First of all, it appears that the new City Manager has this person Karen Aceves planning the long-term 
budget for our City. In researching Karen Aceves' credentials, I came across her resume here: 

 
https://www.linkedin.com/in/karen-aceves-9b973842 

 

Highlights: 
 
* Graduated college in 2014 with a degree in "Spanish Language and Literature". 

 
* Longest previous employment record was a retail sales position at Nordstrom. 

 
I am concerned about this person's qualifications in creating the budget plans for our City, especially 
after all of the various errors and typos which surfaced during recent planning and city council 
meetings. The only person who really called her out on it was Janet Braun from the planning 
commission. The whole thing reeks of Amateur Night at the Apollo... except, in this case, the services 
and fiscal health of a city of over 25,000 residents is at stake. And, I'm sorry, but the survey with less 
than 600 respondents that Ms DeWolfe keeps touting does not allay these concerns in any significant 
way... if anything it feels like a red herring. 

 
Secondly, this item came from the April 18 City Council meeting: 

 
"Authorized the City Manager to execute a professional services agreement for consulting services 

with Citygate Associates, LLC for a comprehensive organizational review, analysis and assessment of 
the Finance Department and to assist with the development of a long-range fiscal plan for the City." 

 
Who is the person actually conducting this review? Apparently his name is Andrew Green. As in, this 

Andrew Green: 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/karen-aceves-9b973842


 

https://www.pasadenastarnews.com/2015/01/20/two-pasadena-department-heads-fired-amid-64m- 
embezzlement-investigation/ 

 

Might seem like a strange choice, until you consider the fact that he worked with the new City 

Manager in Pasadena. 

 
So let's see here... a 3-month contract worth $70,000 (was there any bidding?) falls into the lap of 
one of the new City Manager's cronies, and it's a guy who lost his last job for overseeing one of the 
largest embezzlement scandals in Southern California history? 

 
Note that the contract that South Pasadena signed with CityGate includes these items: 

 
2.1 ... "professional services shall be to conduct an independent, third party organizational review of 
the City of South Pasadena Finance Department." 

 
2.3 ... "Consultant represents that it has no known relationships with third parties, City Council 
members, or employees of City which would (1) present a conflict of interest with the rendering of 
services under this Agreement" 

 
So please tell me: how exactly are we going to receive an "independent" review if the City Manager 
knows the person doing the work? There's a reason why these types of reports are supposed to be 
done by an independent reviewer; it's a form of checks and balances, a way to ensure that we receive 
a fair and non-biased report that doesn't benefit anyone's individual interests. 

 
Last but not least, it is my understanding that, besides a small "clique" of sycophants that she 
surrounds herself with, Ms DeWolfe is more or less universally despised throughout City Hall. Some 
very good people already jumping ship because of her. So how is our City going to continue to 
function at a high level if the culture of our City Hall is rapidly turning toxic and dysfunctional? Might 
be par for the course in West Hollywood, but South Pasadena has never been that type of a City. 

Thank you for hearing me out, and sorry to be the bearer of bad news. 

Signed, 

Concerned For Our City 
 
 
 
Sent: Thursday, July 05, 2018 at 9:34 PM 

From: "Marina Khubesrian" <||||||||||||||||||||||||||> 

To: "Concerned Sopas" <||||||||||||||||||||||||||> 

Subject: Re: DeWolfe in sheep's clothing 
 

Thank you for sharing your concerns! 

 
Marina Khubesrian, M.D. 
Mayor Pro Tem 
City of South Pasadena 
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