Resolution:
Voting Reform Bill [V.R.B.]

Whereas in the 2014 midterm election, only about 16 percent of adults ages 18-24 voted,
compared with about 39 to 44 percent of Americans overall and from 1972 to
2016, the proportion of adults ages 18-24 who reported voting in presidential
elections decreased from 50 to 39 percent, according to the U.S. Census Bureau.

Whereas according to the Britannica, the U.S. presidential election of 2000 found that millions of
votes were uncounted as a result of outdated election equipment, registration errors, and
other problems, which led some critics to argue that the outcome was illegitimate.

Whereas according to Business Insider, political scientists worry about older and wealthier
Americans voting more often than anyone else. This means leaders' policies are more
likely to favor their interests over other groups'. It's called "class bias."

Whereas according to Sarah Tobias and David Callahan, with assistance from Steven Carbé and
Jeannette Hedgepeth, authors of “Expanding the Vote: The Practice and Promise of
Election Day Registration” , displays that the six states (Wisconsin, Maine, Minnesota,
Idaho, Wyoming and New Hampshire) that have extended election day registration have
substantially higher voter turnout than the national average and report few problems with
fraud, excessive costs, or administrative complexity.

Whereas the US could make Election Day a national holiday so it doesn’t conflict with work
responsibilities. The research is mixed on whether this and other changes to Election Day
would affect voter turnout, but it’s worth considering.

Whereas according to the National Conference of State Legislatures, a same day registration
service would help give an increase in 3 to 7 percent of the voter rate and an average 5
percent increase to general states.

Whereas according to The Sentencing Project, as of 2016, an estimated 6.1 million people are
deprived the right to vote due to a felony conviction, a figure that has escalated
dramatically in recent decades as the population under criminal justice supervision has
increased.

Whereas U.S. citizens who immigrated to the United States from other countries may not be able
to understand the English language. Many refugees coming from poor or war-torn places
may have lacked access to formal education, resulting in their difficulty in learning a new
language.

Whereas in 2012, eight percent of eligible Asian-American voters cited their limited English
proficiency as the reason they did not vote.

Whereas according to the Pew Research Center, there continues to be a 15-20 percent gap in
voting participation rates between Asian-Americans/Latinos and Whites.


https://www.demos.org/research/expanding-vote-practice-and-promise-election-day-registration
http://www.pewhispanic.org/2016/01/19/looking-back-to-2014-latino-voter-turnout-rate-falls-to-record-low/
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Whereas there are only 17 states plus the District of Columbia — including Utah and
Colorado—that offer a one-stop process for registering and voting, some allowing
registration up until Election Day, others allowing it only during the early voting period.

Whereas according to the Jacobin Magazine, about one in fourteen people in the US are
non-citizen immigrants (lawful permanent residents, unauthorized immigrants, or legal
residents on temporary visas) who pay taxes, raise their families, send their kids to
schools, and make countless social and cultural contributions every day yet are unable to
vote.

Whereas according to VOX, the most recent IRS data from 2015, shows that the agency received
4.4 million income tax returns from workers who don’t have Social Security numbers,
which includes a large number of undocumented immigrants.

1 Resolved, that the House of Representatives encourage the enactment of laws that---
2 (1)all local cities must provide transportation services to those in need to

3 guarantee equal access and opportunity to voting;

4 (2)non-U.S citizens are required to stay at least 4 years in the U.S, and be
5 over 18 years of age, if they have already been in the U.S for 4 years or more and
6 pay taxes, they shall be eligible to vote. The mutual-benefit argument, which

7 suggests that if non-citizens are allowed to vote, they can make common cause

8 with other marginalized groups in our society, and come together for the manuel
9 improvement of our country;

10 (3)easy, same day registration must be available in all voting centers

11 across the United States;

12 (4)states must allow polling locations to be accessible to anyone. Assigned
13 polling locations are prohibited. The United States shall open more polling booths
14 in any rural or undeveloped areas as needed to provide accessibility for citizens
15 during the election;

16 (5)voting periods must be a minimum of 3 days and must be a Friday,

17 Saturday, and Sunday so working adults can attend and employers shall pay their
18 their workers the time they miss work to go vote;

19 (6)all disabled people may be offered absentee ballots, in case they are not
20 able to go out a polling place to vote;

21 (7)Voting systems shall be updated; Voting pre-registration guides shall
be

22 accessible electronically through a government monitored app; QR codes will be
23 able to be generated to upload digital votes to the center directly. Voters will

24 receive paper copies of their votes after submissions;

25 (8)education institutions (public schools/universities) must devote a week
26 of lecturing towards teaching students how to vote and help them understand the
27 mechanics of elections (and politics) in their political science class. Educators

28 may also have the option to add additional modules to inform students of modern
29 day voting rights and how their vote impacts issue;

30 (9)all prisoners shall have the opportunity to vote, such as criminals who
31 commit nonviolent crimes, prisoners who commit violent crimes depending on

32 the severity of the sentence [State Decision] and any persons who are on parole
33 for any crime or felony;

34 (10)voter pamphlets in multiple languages shall be accessible at all



35 polling stations.
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