
 

_______________________________________ 
RESOLUTION: 

Affordable College Education (ACE) 
 

Whereas, according to Federal Student Aid, the maximum Pell Grant will only cover $6195,  
which is about 30 percent of the $21,370 average cost of attendance at a 4 year public  
University per year, the lowest proportion in history. In 1980, however, the maximum 
Pell Grant was $2200, about 70 percent of the $3167 average cost of attendance in 1980; 

 
Whereas, according to National Center for Education Statistics, students from families earning  

$40,000 to $59,000 per year had 60 percent more debt than lower income students and 
280 percent more than students from families that earned $100,000 and $149,000 per 
year; 

 
Whereas, according to an article by the Pew Research Center, Pell Grant is given to students  

whose family income is around $53,000 and Cal Grant is capped at $90,000. 52 percent  
of Americans are a part of the middle class, whose income ranges from  
$40,500-$200,000, so only half are eligible; 

 
Whereas, from 1980 through 2012 the cost of public higher education institutions have increased 

as much as 62 percent, leading to what is seen as the median income not being able to 
keep up with tuition rates; 

 
Whereas, according to an article by Forbes, there are more than 44 million students who  

collectively owe $1.5 trillion in student loan debt in the U.S. and the average student in 
the class of 2016 has more than $37,000 in student debt;  

 
Whereas, according to the National Center for Education Statistics, 60 percent of the wealthiest  

students complete their studies and graduate while only about 16 percent of low-income 
college students graduate due to higher education fees; 

 
Whereas, according to an article by CNBC, 70 percent of students graduate with significant  

student debt, and about one in four American adults are paying off student loans; 
 
 



 

 
Whereas, according to the 2018 Federal Budget, the White House plans to decrease financial aid  

funding to many families by cutting the Pell Grant by $3.9 billion from $31 billion to $27 
billion;  

 
Whereas, according to the GOBankingRates analysis of the Bureau of Labor Statistics Consumer  

Price Index, the cost of living in America has increased 14 percent over the past three 
years and the median home price has increased from $215,000 to $260,000; the 
increasing rate of inflation affects college tuition and living costs simultaneously. 
 

Whereas, according to an article by the Center on Budget and Policy Priorities, defense  
and international security assistance takes up about 15 percent of the United States 
federal taxes, education is only allotted three percent of our federal taxes; 
 

Whereas, according to Forbes, student loans are now the second highest consumer debt category 
and are more prevalent when compared to credit card debt, but student loans traditionally 
cannot be filed for bankruptcy. 

 
 
1 Resolved, That the students of Alhambra High encourages enactment of laws that-- 
2 (1) reallocate funding from the federal budget from 3 to 4 percent for the  
3 Department of Education to increase financial aid grants;  
4 (2) forbidding of interest rates on Direct Subsidized loans and Direct  
5 Unsubsidized loans to exceed four percent; 
6 (3) allocate 25 percent of donations to higher education institutions to student  
7 grants, scholarships, and funds; 
8 (4) increase the Cal Grant and Pell Grant annual income limit for the middle class;  
9 (5) increase the grace period for interest on Stafford loans from 6 to 12 months  
10 after graduation and raise the borrowing and lifetime limit on Stafford loans; 
11 (6) reward standard healthcare services covered by Medicare at  
12 affordable price ranges or free of cost for students enrolled in a higher education  
13        programs; 
14 (7) allow students to file for bankruptcy for student loans in the same condition as 
15 other debts. 
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